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SEAN SMITH TO DEMONSTRATE ROCK & DAIZA CARVING
JANUARY 11, 2003 AT THE BARTLETT ARBORETUM 1:00 PM

.
Sean Smith has prepared a slide presentation of his trips to Japan which he will share
with us at our next meeting, Saturday, January 11, 2003.  Following this presentation,
he will demonstrate his world-renowned artistry of rock and daiza carving.  (a daiza is
a carved wooden stand that fits the base of a stone closely.)

“Sean has received very high accolades from Japan about
his daiza carving, and stone afficionados from six
continents have commissioned him to create daiza for
their stones.  Sean is owner and operator of Custom
Oriental Woodcraft, and has traveled internationally
lecturing and demonstrating his unique talent with wood.

He has steadily expanded his repertoire to include bonsai stands, tables and
shohin pots.”

The photos of Sean and quotes are from the International Stone Appreciation Symposium’s (held

this past October) website (http://www.stoneshow2002.com). 

The following photo samples of Suiseki, illustrating different daiza styles were downloaded from Magazin Bonsai
(http://www.bonsai-magazin.cz/english).l

TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY PARTY & AUCTION MEETS EXPECTATIONS    
 

‘Tis the month after winter solstice and the creatures are stirring, all over
the house –finally.  The terrific food-induced lethargy of YAMA KI’s
holiday party has passed.  Another special festival buffet when we all
exceeded past year’s efforts for the groaning board was prepared,
consumed, and put away in what seemed like record time.  Almost
everyone who came called Phyllis Wishnick in advance so we did not
have unnecessary duplications,
and neither Phyllis nor the elves
filled in with more than was
needed. For the first time in
memory we did not have a
plethora of desserts or six

salads.  Of course we missed Silvie Saunders’ cookies and Charlotte
Meyers’ unusual pastries, as well as Dolie Smith ‘s snacks.  Thirty-two
members participated along with a few guests.  Everyone made quick
work of clean-up, which helped set the pace for the auction (a hearty
success) which followed the buffet.

http://www.stoneshow2002.com


Setting up for the auction Mike Ivany auctioning a container 

As in holiday’s past, we would have
done well with more plant material,
but that evens out in June at the
other half of the semi-annual
auction. Our auctioneers, Pete
Halm, and Mike Ivany, kept the pace
moving while pockets were
depleted.  Make an early new year’s
resolution (unbreakable) to set aside
material for the June auction.

BACK TO BASICS WITH BERNI
Berni Gastrich

WINTER WATERING 

Deciduous trees when dormant (no leaves) use very little water.  They do need some, if not frozen solid, but
very little. If the roots are kept constantly wet, root rot will occur.

Needle evergreens do not go completely dormant unless solidly frozen, therefore a little water is needed.  Broad
leaf evergreens, e.g. azaleas, use quite a bit more water. 

How do we decide how often and how much?  A very safe method is to dig into the soil to a depth of 25 percent
of the total soil depth (e.g. 1/2 inch for a 2 inch pot, or one inch for a four inch pot.  If you find moisture at this
level, do not water.  If the soil is dry at this level, you must water.

Another method is to use a moisture meter. These are inexpensive, and available at any garden shop.  They
do take a bit of experience however.  They are designed to be used in house plant potting soil and will read low
when used with bonsai soil, especially coarse soil.  If you meter and then dig, you will soon learn how to
interpret the meter readings.  Once you learn this, they become a great time saver. 

WHY THE EARTH IS NOT LIKE A POT
by Brent Walston*

In bonsai we work very hard to create and maintain highly aerated soils, yet when we plant in the earth, the soil
is incredibly dense. How can this be? The answer to this and other soil mysteries are below.

A Pot Isn't Like the Earth
The major difference between a pot and the earth is that a pot has impermeable sides and bottom. This reduces
air exchange in two ways. First is the obvious, air cannot pass through the plastic, thus we have a contained
volume of soil encased 75% with air tight plastic (or high fired ceramic [low fire ceramic will breathe]). This is
why I design my soil mixes and other environmental factors to 'dry out' the pot once a day during the growing
season. Each time the plant is thoroughly watered, it pulls a new charge of air in behind it as the water drains.

Secondly, we have to visit our old pot size argument again. When a downward moving table of water reaches
an impermeable layer (in this case the plastic pot bottom) it will not drain until the layer just above the
impermeable layer (pot bottom)  is saturated. Once this lower layer of soil is saturated, excess water will drain
out, but a column of saturated soil will remain since the moving table of water has stopped at the impermeable
layer. This means that the soil in the bottom of the pot remains saturated at this lowest level after watering, and
stays saturated until something happens to change that condition. That 'something' is primarily absorption from
the roots in the bottom of the pot, the secondary factor is (or should be) evaporation. You will probably want to
read this paragraph again, and perhaps a third time, it is not obvious.

Overpotting
Most of the water in the pot is removed from the pot by absorption by the roots and not by evaporation. If you
overpot, it will take a long time for roots to colonize the bottom of the container and consequently it will take
much longer for the saturated layer to become fully aerated (the only factor at work is evaporation). Overpotting
will generally lead to too wet conditions and eventually root rot.



This phenomenon is also true of planting in the earth, but only when stratification of the soil is present to cause
an impermeable layer, such as when you are planting on a layer of clay or hardpan, or you create a boundary
between two dissimilar soil types. Otherwise, there is no impermeable layer and the water continues its
downward movement into the earth, creating no saturated layers. This is why (along with the absence of
impermeable walls) that we can, and do use denser soils when planting in the earth: no saturated layers are
formed (until the water table is reached).

Creating Aerated Earth Soils
I have seen saturated layers created in the earth kill plants just as heavy soils in pots do. I was once asked to
examine a dying Rhododendron which was planted in a straight fir bark bed. I knew that the area had heavy
clay native soils. I dug tip the Rhododendron, and sure enough, about a foot down was a layer of solid clay and
the fir bark layer just above it was saturated with water.

Other loose experiments I have been conducting involve using highly aerated soils in growing beds. From the
above argument you can see that we can use heavier soils in beds, but will using the same highly aerated
potting soils that we use for containers improve growth rates'? I think the answer is yes, I have had Chinese
elms grow about twice as fast in a highly aerated bed than in a creek side silt bed loaded with natural nutrients
from yearly flooding, but comprised of mostly fine silt.

The problem with the highly aerated beds is that they will require a lot more water and nutrients than a good
garden soil, for example. And again, you must be careful not to create a boundary between a dense soil and
the amendments at the bottom of the bed or you will create a saturated layer at the bottom. You can usually
avoid boundaries by loosening the native soil at the bottom of the bed and mixing a smaller percentage of the
amendment in with the native soil. This will give you a transition zone rather than a sharp boundary.

What About that Saturated Column Thing?
Ok, just how high a column of saturated soil do you get in a container? The height of the column of water
retained in the soil by an impermeable layer is related to size of the particles. Sound familiar'? The denser the
soil, the higher the column will be and the more water will be retained. Large particle, highly aerated soils will
not support a large saturated volume. This is what we mean by 'well drained'. You can test this for yourself.
Take a regular sponge, soak it with water. Rest it in your hand horizontally until the water stops running out.
Then tilt the sponge upright. You are now increasing the saturated column. The sponge density won't support
a column that high and water will drain out.

This experiment also shows that pot shape is related to water retention. A broad shallow pot will retain more
water than a tall narrow pot of equal volume. Although it is counterintuitive, a shallow pot will retain more water
and 'dry out' more slowly than a tall narrow one (of equal volume). Another reason we use such coarse soils
for bonsai, and also why bonsai can survive in such tiny containers on very hot days.

Soil physics may not be obvious, but knowing what goes on under the surface is bound to lead you to more
successful bonsai.

*Reprinted from http://www.evergreengardenworks.com /earthpot.htm

MIDATLANTIC SPRING FESTIVAL’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Mark your calendars now for the 2003 MidAtlantic Spring Festival to be held from Friday, April 11th through
Sunday, April 13th, 2003 in East Hanover, New Jersey.

Bonsai artists scheduled for lectures, demonstrations, workshops and critiques are Kunio Kobayashi, from
Japan, Patrizia Cappellaro de Milano, from Italy, and  Colin Lewis, now from the US.  Special events are
scheduled to celebrate MidAtlantic’s 20th anniversary.  One of these special features will be the simultaneous
creation from similar material by three bonsai artists who headlined the very first convention: Chase Rosade,
David Andrews, and William Valavanis.

The member clubs’ exhibits of their prized bonsai will be unique for this weekend.  The vending area, always
comprehensive with all bonsai-related material of quality, will be even more so because of this special occasion.

Check the MidAtlantic’s website: http://midatlanticbonsai.freeservers.com  for detailed symposium information
and the artists’ biographies.  Photos of past Spring Festivals are also available on this site.

 MAIL IN YOUR MIDATLANTIC REGISTRATION TODAY 

http://www.evergreengardenworks.com/earthpot.htm
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COMING EVENTS

Jan. 11 Sean Smith: Rock carving & Creating Rock Stands Berni 

Feb    8 Berni Gastrich: Winter styling & pruning

Mar.    8 TBA

Apr.    5 Chris Peterson: Repotting workshop

WEATHER HOTLINES

Connecticut Nicki Wallhofer (203) 359-9229
New York City Rhoda Kleiman (212) 724-7840
Westchester Selma Bernstein (914) 633-8338

YAMA KI BONSAI SOCIETY, INC.
165 W est End Avenue - 12D
New York, NY 10023-5509
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